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I t’s summer time once again! Time to be out and enjoy 
the long days and short nights. Taking your kids to a 
ball game, dance recital, music recital, swimming 

competition, dance competition and all these activities 
keep each one of us busy and occupied. It’s never a dull 
moment. This is also a time to get your tennis shoes, do 
your physical fitness with friends, kids or with your part-
ner. Another important and exciting activity this summer 
time is picnic and grill time...party!  
 
A big thank you for our volunteers at our Filipino-American 
Association of Iowa (FAAI) food, cultural and gift tents  
during the 5th Asian Heritage festival that was held on 
May 12th at the Blank Park Zoo.  A big applause goes to:  
Rene & Evelyn Zurbano; Alita Siasoco; Sue Siasoco; Dave 
& Rose Legg; Danny & Norie Carr; Robert Carr; Jim Foster; 
Pepe & Vicky Guadiz; Wally & Chit Marantal; Cherry Welch; 
Maria Collins; John & Donna Thompson; Alvin ( Wally’s 
friend); Mary (Rosa’s friend); Ramon & Rosa Reyes;  
Danielle Reyes; Sam Rabang; Tony & Nene Eribal; Crista 
Eribal; Hannelore Reed; Gene Matibag; Lando Puzon; 
Raylyn Lacey; Pacita Scott; Lexie Carr and Jeff Blackburn 
– what dedicated members you are. I’m proud of all of 
you. Please let me know if I miss someone in this list of 
FAAI tent  volunteers. We’ll do it again next year! 

The FAAI was so proud of the presence of our Pinoy young 
star, Lil Jordan. Way to go Jordan. More power to you!!! 
Let’s keep the connection. 
 
Furthermore, anyone who wishes to run for office with 
FAAI, please let me know and we can help you direct and 
build your connection between our very own members 
and non-members and to the whole Asian community in 
central Iowa. It will be your most wonderful feeling of 
achievement in reaching out. We need to make our  
member list longer, so please sign up for FAAI  
membership - see ad inside. We welcome anyone who 
wishes to become a FAAI member and be a supporter. 
 
Till here and see you all at the pig roast picnic and the 
rest of our activities in 2007. Mabuhay ang Filipino-
American Association of Iowa! ■ 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Alma A. Reed 

A Letter From  
The President 

A L M A  A .  R E E D  

YOU CAN PLACE YOUR  
AD OR GREETING HERE! 

 

      Business Card Size:  
   $25.00 per issue or $75.00 per year 
 
    LAHI is published quarterly. 
   (January, April, July, October) 
 
   Contact Alma at (515) 989-0417 or germany1994@aol.com 
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The Madrigal Singers (photo above) will be giving a one night 
performance at the Sheslow Auditorium, College of Music, 
Drake University on Wednesday, September 19, 2007 at 8:00 
pm. Admission is free and is on a first come first serve-sitting 
basis. So mark your calendars and be prepared to be AMAZED 
and ENTERTAINED. This event is presented by the Filipino 
American Association of Iowa (FAAI) and the National 
Federation of Filipino American Associations (NaFFAA). For 
additional information contact Roel at 515-986-9208 or  
515-334-2594, e-mail: rfcampos@gmail.com or Alma at  
515-240-5631. 
 
No need for lengthy debates--it is a universally accepted fact 
that the Philippine Madrigal Singers is one of the world’s best 

choirs after having consistently won all the top prizes in the 
world’s prestigious choral competitions for the last 42 years.  
 
The Philippine Madrigal Singers (affectionately known as the 
“Madz”) was founded in 1963 by National Artist for Music, 
Professor Andrea O. Veneracion. The Madz is mostly 
composed of students, faculty and alumni from the University of 
the Philippines. The group’s trademark performance stance, 
singing in a semi-circle without a conductor, is instantly 
recognizable. A standard Madz performance clearly exhibits the 
seamless fusion of their musical virtuosity, technical proficiency 
and soulful singing. Their highly eclectic repertoire spans the 
breadth and length of vocal music: from Renaissance madrigals 
to the avant-garde, from Filipino and international folksongs to 
the latest pop hits, even from the most cerebral choral 
masterpieces to the most humorous of novelty numbers.This 
world-class choir can honestly sing anything with authenticity 
and professionalism while keeping their audience thoroughly 
entertained.  
 

The Philippine Madrigal Singers Comes To Town 
By Roel Campos 

Grace Gifford, Edna Davis, Mary June Pascual, and Lita Bonjour.  
Wow, awesome performers. 
 
 We also have our fashion show models that captured the eyes of 
the audience with their colorful and elegant attire. They are Danny 
and Norie Carr and Roel and Malou Campos. 
 
 All of our officers were in attendance along with many other 
volunteers. If you missed this year's festival, make a difference and 
plan on attending next year.  If you have any suggestions to make 
our community experience at the festival even better for next year, 
make sure and share it with Alma or one of the other officers. ■ 

CelebrAsian 2007 continued from page 1... 

Philippine Madrigal Singers continues from page 3... 
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The group’s initial foray into the international scene took place in 
1969 at the First Choruses of the World Festival held at the Lincoln 
Center in New York City with a critically acclaimed performance that 
marked the beginning of a distinguished and illustrious musical 
legacy. To date, the Madz has consistently won top prizes in the 
most prestigious choral competitions held at Spittal, Austria; Arezzo 
and Gorizia in Italy; Neuchatel, Switzerland; Debrecen, Hungary; 
Varna, Bulgaria; Tolosa, Spain and Marktoberdorf, Germany. It was 
in June of 1997 when the Madz sealed their stature as the World’s 
Best Choir when they bagged the grand prize at the ultimate 
competition of global choral champions. The Philippine Madrigal 
Singers won over five other prizewinning European choirs at the 
Grand Prix European de Chant Choral Competition in Tours, France. 
Recently, the Madz won top prizes in the Certamenes Internacional 
Habaneras y Polifonia held in Torrevieja, Spain in 2004. Mabuhay 
Ang Filipino! ■ 

Philippine Madrigal Singers continued from page 3... 

The FAAI is so fortunate to have some members who are 
willing to donate their time and some items for our silent 
auction which was headed by Dr. Rosa I. Reyes.  The 
treasures for the silent auction were donated by the 
following: 
 
1.  Lot and PD Legaspi 
2.  Leo and Zinnia Lim 
3.  Kim and Amie Wistey 
4.  Dr. Joseph and Mary Sherrill 
5.  Dr. John and Ofe Glazier 
6.  Dr. Larry and Peachy Rabang 
7.  Drs. Ramon and Rosa Reyes 
8.  Jun and Sue Siasoco 
9.  Amado and Alita Siasoco 
10.  Rene and Evelyn Zurbano 
  
Nene Eribal was the co-chair in this fundraising event. We 
raised about $ 179.00. These ladies are planning again for 
another silent auction in the next few months.  So if you have 
some items you want to donate, please contact Rosa at # 
515-327-6165 or Nene at 515-280-6706.  The silent auction 
was also held at the United Valley Methodist Church on May 
11th and thanks to Pastor Manny Tabelisma for letting us use 
the church party room. ■ 

A Big Thank You to the 
Silent Auction Donors 
By Alma Reed 

A Pinoy Picnic in the Park 
By Dr. Gene Matibag 

Relleno, bibingka, kanin, manok na asado, pancit, pasteles, at 
maraming pampalamig:  the picnic tables groaned under the 
weight of so much glorious food at Beach Shelter #1 at the Big 
Creek State Park. 
 
On June 17th, 2007, members the Iowa State Filipino 
Association of Ames and the Filipino American Association of 
Iowa got together, on this Father’s Day, to enjoy the sun, the 
sand, the water, the green of the trees, the blue of the sky, and 
the laughter of children at this peaceful pleasant spot in Polk 
County. 
 
What a perfect summer day—except for the wind!  Mahangin!!!  
It makes the Beach Shelter feel like some kind of wind tunnel!  
A powerful airstream flowing right between the walls of the 
shelter, its rushing gusts carry away napkins, plates, cups, 
forks, and anything else not anchored down. 
 
Yet none of the Pinoy Picknickers allowed the blustery weather 
to blow away feelings camaraderie that seem automatically to 
arise when Filipinos in Iowa come together to celebrate, and 
especially when food is involved. President Azahari Rasuman 
of the FA greeted President Alma Reed of the FAAI.  
 
Cameraman Dave Legg of television station KCCI took photos 
with his ubiquitous Pentax. Gene Matibag, recently returned 
from a trip to Brazil, played bossa nova favorites on his son’s 
guitar. Photojournalist Jerome Labra talked of a research trip 
that would take him later that week to South Africa.  Economist 
Jay Fabiosa would soon be headed for China, and after that, 
five months of work at the American Embassy in Egypt.  Mollie 
Ibbotson, Jesus Estrada and Annie Hartmann brought the 
latest news from the Iowa Asian Alliance. 
 
Some of us go wading in the lake. Others sit and talk, watching 
the parasailors and windsurfers. A few kids take a nap on the 
cement floor of the shelter, and why not, it’s day of rest, a 
peaceful day, a day of re-creation. 
 
In a park on a beautiful summer’s afternoon, somewhere 
between the natural world and the cultural spaces we inhabit, 
we enjoyed, I believe, a certain pleasure and gratitude that 
comes only from meeting other Filipinos, speaking Pilipino, and 
eating Lutong Pinoy. Recalling such a picnic by the Big Creek, I 
am reminded of some lines from a poem by e. e. cummings 
that I used to sing in college choir: 
 

 i thank You God for most this amazing 
day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees 
and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything 
which is natural which is infinite which is yes ■ 

Few members of the Filipino-American Association of Iowa (FAAI) 
traveled to the Quad cities to attend an annual picnic of the 
Philippine-American Association of the Quad City Areas on July 14, 
2007. The FAAI delegates were Alma, Scott and Hannelore Reed; 
Jessica Smith; Leah Middles; Jesus Estrada and Scott Muphy.  For 
the third time, FAAI was lucky enough to use a 12-seater van from 
Gary Cron of Karl’s Chevrolet. Thanks, Gary! ■ 

Road trip to the Quad Cities 
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Lil Jordan and CelebrAsian 
By Rene Zurbano 

 
One of the headliner entertainers on stage 
at the 5th CelebrAsian, the Annual Asian 
Heritage Festival held on May 12th was a 
4th grader from Monterey, California – hip-
hop star JORDAN EUGENIO, popularly 
known as LIL JORDAN. He has already 
made noticeable impact in the world of 
rap, having performed all over the country 
that now includes Des Moines. This little 
rapper happens to be a Pinoy. 

 
According to Johnny Eugenio, Jordan’s father, his rapping talent 
started to flourish a year ago while recording for a sibling who 
has Down Syndrome. Producers had discovered his potentials. 
 
For a young rapper, Jordan seemed matured and showed the 
confidence of a veteran performer. A sampling of his style 
wowed the Fil-Am crowd during a reception held at the Valley 
United Methodist Church in West Des Moines, the Friday before 
the festival. Knowing little about the rap culture, there was an 
assurance to Pastor Emmanuel Tabelisma that it was OK (for 
the rapper to perform at the confines of the church) as long as it 
was not something negative. The pastor and the eager crowd 
were not disappointed. And so was the festival crowd. 
 
Jordan is visible in a basketball jersey (number 23 – the 
number that NBA superstar Michael Jordan wore). Jordan loves 
basketball and Michael is an idol. As a nine-year old, he has 
also become a golf prodigy having finished 14th in competition 
in the world in his division. 
 
Despite his early success, Lil Jordan has remained humble and 
is setting on a goal to accomplish most in his life. He wants to 
“change the world”. This is reflected in one of his songs in his 
album “RU Ready 4 Me?” If you listen to his music, he raps 
about positive things such as staying in school; that makes him 
unique from all other rappers, young or older. Li’l Jordan is a 
tiny rapper emerging big in this generation. ■ 

Physical Fitness 
By Alita Siasoco 
 
Andrew Salgado is a fitness instructor in Urbandale Senior 
Center. 
 
I was bending over my chair, putting away my rubber exercise 
band and 5 lbs barbells, when I heard clapping and happy 
welcome greetings.  I turned around and saw a young man in 
exercise attire being hugged and pat by all the seniors. 
 
The young man got up the stage, adjusted his microphone and 
smiled at everyone!  “Everyone ready?”  he asked.  We’ll do a 
100 count movements of every part of our bodies!  “Yeakkk!” 
responded the seniors to the joke”.   
 
The music started …… the seniors started marching …. Moving 
their legs, feet, and arms…. All the while enjoying Andrews’s 
leadership and smile…..  At some point, he said “start with the 
right ….. ooppsss… it’s your left… (more laughter from the 
seniors). 
 
 Andrew really did wear us out.  WE were all sweaty and tired.  
“You guys feel your body muscles tingly and wiggly?”  Everyone 
laughed again at Andrews jokes.   “Look at the beautiful view 
outside the window! now look at the walls.  Keep your body 
moving, isn’t this fun?  Andrew keeps encouraging the room full 
of oldies……  (It was not this many participants last week! 
confidentially). 
 
The instructor, a young Filipino man, really enticed and 
encouraged the seniors.  We should be proud of him ---- our very 
own “kababayan”, son of Lea and Ben Salgado, nephew of Tony 
and Nene Eribal, and grandson of Lourdes Eribal.   
 
Ride on Andrew --- keep us strong and healthy!!! ■ 

Timmons Receives  
Masters Degree in 
Elementary Education 
By Alita Siasoco 
 
Sara Timmons, received her masters degree in 
Elementary Education from Viterbo University this July 
2007.  She is currently one of the staffs of the Des 
Moines Public Schools, McKinley Bldg. teaching 
kindergarten.  She is the daughter of Susan Siasoco 
Imhoff, a school counselor in the Des Moines schools. 
 
Sara is the grandchild of Amado Siasoco Sr and Alita 
Siasoco, founders of the Filipino-American Association  
of Iowa. ■ 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
2nd Quarter 2007 

 

REVENUE 
Membership Dues: 1 Single .......................................$20.00 
 2 Family .......................................$56.00 
TOTAL ............................................................................................................$76.00 
 

Donations: 
Dave and Rose Legg......................................................................................$50.00 
Rene and Evelyn Zurbano .............................................................................$10.00 
Alita Siasoco .................................................................................................... 10.00 
TOTAL ............................................................................................................$70.00 
 

LAHI Advertising: 
Pepe and Vicky Guadiz ..................................................................................$25.00 
Dwight and Benilda Roberts 1 issue ad .......................................................$25.00 
TOTAL ............................................................................................................$50.00 
 

Refund from Asian Heritage Fest................................................................$425.00 
Interest Income .............................................................................................$30.55 
 

Fundraiser: 
Fil-Am Silent Auction....................................................................................$179.00 
 

Asian Heritage Festival: 
Food Sales ............................................................................................... $3,077.21 
Meal Tickets ..................................................................................................$25.00 
Passport Sales...............................................................................................$20.00 
TOTAL ...................................................................................................... $3,122.21 
 

TOTAL REVENUE ..................................................$3,952.76 
 

EXPENSES 
Asian Heritage Festival: 
2 Tents.........................................................................................................$300.00 
1 craft tent and electricity ...........................................................................$200.00 
Meat.............................................................................................................$220.71 
22 pk rice sticks ............................................................................................$17.38 
10 pk pre-made bbq....................................................................................$109.50 
30 pk sipao..................................................................................................$165.00 
21 boxes ice cream bar ................................................................................$77.80 
Soda, ice, water ...........................................................................................$136.53 
Rice, vegetable, and vinegar.........................................................................$74.39 
Permit ............................................................................................................$25.00 
15 pk eggroll wrapper ...................................................................................$29.25 
Cleaning and cooking supplies ...................................................................$120.72 
Other expenses............................................................................................$112.44 
Sales Taxes...................................................................................................... $4.61 
Iowa taxes (6%) .............................................................................................$91.73 
TOTAL ...................................................................................................... $1,685.06 
 

Other Expenses: 
LAHI Stamps ..................................................................................................$85.90 
UPS printing LAHI ..........................................................................................$85.16 
Check imaging fee (April-June 2007) ............................................................. $6.36 
TOTAL ..........................................................................................................$177.42 
 

TOTAL EXPENSES ................................................$1,862.48 
Total Net Income ..................................................$2,090.28 
 

Checking Balance as of 5/31/07........................................................... $3,889.88 
Savings Balance as of 5/31/07 ............................................................. $1,986.95 

TOTAL BALANCE ............................ $5,876.83 
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PHILIPPINE VACATIONERS: 
• Drs Ramon & Rosa Reyes 

and Danielle 
• Helen Miller 
• Anna Cagunot 
• Pacita Scott 
• Boyet & Sugar Norte and Kids 
• Dr. Gene Matibag (Vacation/Business trip to Brazil) 

 
BON VOYAGE: 
Erin Sinogba. She’s leaving for Manila on July 10, 2007 and 
perhaps start another career experiencing the Pinoy style of 
employment, but really  not sure yet what to do when she 
gets there. She worked for Iowa Asian Alliance for about 9 
months after graduating from Grinnell College in Grinnell, 
Iowa. You will be missed, and we wish you the best. 

 
CRUISES: 
• Rene and Evelyn Zurbano 
• Drs Ramon & Rosa Reyes and Danielle 

 
GOOD LUCK: 
Hannelore Reed. She has a trip to Los Angeles, CA on August 
4-10, 2007. She’s one of the two dance students of Becky 
Nalevanko’s Dance Studio to attend a national hip-hop  
convention. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS: 
FilAm Member makes 3rd Hole In One. It's George Cabildo! 
“How about that. It's better to be lucky than good. I got my 
third hole in one May 25 at Deere Run Golf Course in  
Indianola. It was on hole number 8, par 3, 128 yards. It was 
king of windy so I use my 7 iron. Last year, July 7, 2006, I got 
my second at hole number 14, par 3 126 yards using 9 iron. 
The wind was calm. My 1st was the same year when Ron 
Prudencio and Jun Siasoco got their first too.” 
 

Congratulations to the officers 
of the Filipino-American 

Association of Iowa. 
 Keep up your good work…. 

  
From: Dr. Jose and Vicky Guadiz 

KidsKids  
CornerCorner  

NEWNEW! 

We are inviting all kids to write a short article 
about their activity or some positive thoughts 

they would like to share with other kids. 
Submitted articles will be published in the LAHI. 
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National Alliance Hails First Ever 
Committee Vote on Filipino 
Veterans Equity legislation; 
Reaffirms Commitment for Full 
Equity for Filipino Veterans 
 

Washington , DC- The Senate Veterans Affairs Committee took 
an historic vote today in a markup on the Filipino Veterans Equity 
legislation. For the first time in the 14 years the bill has been 
introduced in the Congress, Equity legislation has been voted out 
of committee. The bill now moves to the floor, with a new 
number: S. 1315. 
 

The bill, as voted upon by the Committee, contains key 
provisions that directly affect Filipino World War II veterans who 
have been fighting for 61 years to restore U.S. veterans status, 
which was taken away from them by the 1946 Rescission 
Act. The legislation approved by the Committee: 

1)  Restore full veteran status to Filipino World War II veterans 
who lost this status under the Rescission Acts of 1946.   
 

2)  Permit Filipino World War II veterans and survivors living in 
the United States to receive pension and death pension paid at 
the same rate and under the same conditions as other United 
States veterans. 
 

3)  Provide Filipino World War II veterans living in the Philippines 
a special pension and death pension which does not require 
documentation of income, assets and medical expenses. They 
would receive $300 per month from the U. S. government, plus 
any money paid by the Philippine government which is currently 
$100 for a total of $400 if the Philippine government repeals 
the law prohibiting veterans from receiving both payments the 
United States and the Philippines. 
 

"While the National Alliance for Filipino Veterans Equity (NAFVE) 
hails this historic vote, we are simultaneously continuing to push 
for FULL EQUITY so that Filipino veterans are treated as equals 
to the U.S. veterans with whom they served," said Jon Melegrito, 
NAFVE Co-Chair.  "As passed by the Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committee, S. 1315 falls short of treating all the Filipino 
veterans equally as the U.S. veterans with whom they stood 
shoulder to shoulder on the field of battle."    
 

"We are grateful for the tireless efforts of our champions in 
Congress- Senator Akaka (D-HI) and Senator Inouye (D-HI), as 
well as our cosponsors who fought for this bill in the Veterans 
Affairs Committee, Senator Murray (D-WA), Senator Sherrod 
Brown (D-OH) and Senator Barack Obama (D-IL)," said Lillian 
Galedo, NAFVE Co-Chair.  "Our work is far from over- with this 
historic victory under our belts, we move to the House, where we 
will continue to work for FULL EQUITY for our Filipino veterans.  
We hope the House will correct the final inequity, by treating all 
Filipino WWII veterans equally, and that this is the version that 
prevails in the end." 
 

NAFVE anticipates rapid action in the House on the Filipino 
Veterans Equity Act (HR. 760) under the leadership of Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Chairman Bob Filner (D-CA), Congressional 
Asian Pacific American Caucus Chair Mike Honda (D-CA), and 
Darrell Issa (R-CA). 
 

More information about NAFVE and the Filipino Veterans Equity Act is 
available on the NAFVE Web site: www.nafve.org. 

All-Star Player 
By Coach Mike Woody 

 
When I placed Kenneth John Thompson on 
my Little League team two years ago I had 
no idea how much fun we would have 
together. Not only has he developed into 
one of the better players in our whole 
league but he is a true competitor and a 
fine young man. The team looks to him to 
get them out of a bad spot in the game. 
They know that if he is involved in a play 
that he will do his best to make that play. 

  
He almost always has a smile on his face and he is so happy to 
play that it is a delight for his coaches to see. He is always the 
first player to show up for practice and the first to show up for a 
game. He will play anywhere on the field that the coach asks his 
to play. 
 

Kenneth John was selected for our All-Star team as a 10 year old 
and again this season as an 11 year old. He is one of the top 3-5 
pitchers in the league. He is also in the top ten for hitting as well. 
  

He just finished his second year of Little League with a fantastic 
year. He led the team in batting with an amazing .724 average (!) 
collected a team high 21 hits for the season. He also managed to 
walk 15 times this season. That puts him on base at least 36 
times in a 20 game season.   
  

He also was tied for the lead in the least amount of walks. He 
walked only twice the whole season! 
  

Kenneth John is a great baseball player and a high quality young 
man that I am proud to coach and that the league is lucky to have 
with us. We expect great things from Kenneth John next season 
and he will not disappoint us.  
 
Congratulation, Kenneth! He has been selected to be included in 
the 2007 edition of the “Honor Roll of Little League” by the Little 
League International.■ 
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“Dahil kailangang makarating” 

Visit our NEW website! 

www.filamofiowa.com 

Lahi




